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WOMAN, HELD
- HERE, REVEALS
MANY LARGE
- MAIL THEFTS

Her Husband and His Pal, Nab-
bed in New York, Believed

* to Have Stolen Thousands
From Letters.

Mystery Shrouding Disappear-
anoe of Hundreds of Mail
Pouches Solved by Arrest of
Mrs. Clark Yale.

Startling revelations

which may total thousands of dol-
lars and the destruction of hun-
dreds of letters and packages,
were made in a cell here today,
according to the police, by Mrs.
Clark Yale, who with her husband,
a brother of John R. Yale, a New

York politician, until a few weeks

o occupied an expensive suite in

.« Lonsdale, 2138 California
street northwest.

Calmly and deliberately, the po-

lice declare, the woman who was

arrested in company with her hus-
band and his “pal,”" James Carey
in a New York apartment house
last night, uncovbreu a conspnacy
which involved not only a sys-
tematic robbery of mail wagons
and mail boxes, but a bold plot to
swindle a score of banks by means
of forged checks.

Brought From New York.

The woman, who is comely and ex-
pensively dressed, is twenty-eight years
old, thirty-two years the junior of her
husband. She s held in custody at the
I'irst precinet station.

Dretective Guy Burlingame, of the Cen-
tral Office, brought her to this city to=
day. Yule und Carey are being held by
the New York authorities. They will be
given & hearing before the U'nited States
vommissioner in New York either to-
imorrow or Friday, following which they
will be brought to this city. A third
inan I8 belng sought by the police.

Only after o huge bulldog belonging to
the woman wax subdued were the de-
tectives and postal authorities who are
rvested the two men and woman able to
enter the aparment in which the trio
were living.

Fopr months Yale, whom the polles say
haus & criminal record and has served
Hime in o Massachusetts prison for rob-
bing the mails, and his wife lived as
trespectod  neighbors™ to members cf
Washington's exclusive colony. DBoth
the man and his wite were known to
those Hving wabout them as  “‘nice
people.” g0 one of thelr erstwhile womn-
an Irlends salid today .

All duving this time, acourding to the

(Continued on age Ten.)

MARRIAGE BUREAD
15 UNDER INQUIRY

Indignant Bridegrooms Stir Up
Mayor and Aldermen Against
Tammany phape!.

—

NEW O YORK, Feb, 1T.-\ suweeping
investigation of conditiona attached to

the marrvinge hurean in the hasement
af eity hall s to be made immediately
by the mavor and the board of alder-
men  following the reeeipt of many

complaints from indignant bridegrooma

who assert they were “held up' for a
birge morrlage fee after being wedded
e aldermen.

Under the law an alderman cannot
pevepl a fee for performing a marriage.
When a youne couple leanves the mar-
riige liconse bvean. after obtalning a
licenae, for which they pay $1, they are
fmmediately appmonched by a, “*runner”
from the marringe bureat in the hase.
ment of the eity hall,

This buresu wang eatahlished in the
Bood old Tammany deys, and consists
of o oroom du the basement called the
"rhapel,”  Na one ig in charge of this
range affieia)lv, but it is a place pro-
vided by the city where aldermen may
parform murrbsges without charge. YVor
the past ten yvears Tommany men have
been In churge of thic “chapel”

Two Firemen Die. 6 Hurt
In Danville, Ill., Fire

ANV n ooty Twa fire-
mien wera kiilled and vowere Inared
twer probnbiv tmitally folling waulls
iy & tre thunt i Slie Intiage today
to the Odd Fellos witlding, ane of the

largest office bulldings in the clty.

involving
wholesale robberies of the mails

Uniform Won’t'Savc
Intoxicated Police

Guards Must Show No
Favoritism,

Warning that members of the police
department are not exempt from the
provisions of the excise law and that
policemen who see their fellows Ine
toxicated and fall to arrest them will
b aedmonished by the Commissioners
wans issued todsy’ay Commisasloner
Brownlow,

.Elgooro;dcer \\‘m unlliled for :y the
¢ rossin ceman who w
obaerved Lo be ﬁnt:.g-rl_loated with :1.1
nebriated civillan, he clivilan was
arrested but the polceman was al-
lowed to procead unmolested,

CommIissloner Brownlow today reo-
ommended to the Board of Commis-
sioners that the pol‘eernnn who was
intoxicated be fined $75, to be pald in
month‘l’y installments, and that he be
warned tha a npnlltlon of his offense
will result In harsher measures,

ARMY MAN UNDER
FIRE FOR WAR TALK

Secretary Garrison Orders In-
vestigation of Capt. Mit-
chell's Speech.

Becretary of War Garrison today in-
structed Brig. Gen. Hugh L. Bcott, chief
of staff of the United States Army, to
determine the accuracy of published re-
ports of a speech on military unpre-
paredness made by Capt. Willlam Mit-
chell, of the army general ataff, at the
Cosmos Club last night, with a view to
determining whether disciplinary meas-
Urea Are necessary.

having said that "it would take the
United States about three years to put
an army of 1,000,000 trained men in the
field, and in that time an eremy could
take and hold our Atlantic seaboard."”

Tie was quoted also as having sald:

"“Keep your eyes on Kngland. Bhe in-
tends to put 1,000,000 men in the fleld.”

Captain Mitchell was sald to have dis-
cussed also the Zeppelina, the German
42-centimeter guns, and compared them
with United States field artillery, and
to have mentioned a field gun now ba-

Becretary Qarrison was emphatic in
expressing disapproval of public discus-
slon of military matters by army of-
ficers. He sald he did not know the cir-
ycumstances of Captaln Mitchel”s talk,
and for that reason had ordered an in-
vestigation,

"hen seen at the Army War College,

whers he is on duty today, Captain Wil-
| lums said he had not been accurately
fquoted. The quotations complained of,
he sald, wcre not part of & prepared
address he dellvered before the Wash-
ington Soclety of Engineers at the Cos-
mog Club,

Admits Answering Questions.

He admitted anawering several ques-
tions pul to him by members of the
club, but explalned that It was a pri-
vate meeting of the Engineers’ Soclety

a.tlwhd!ch the general public was not ad-
mitted.

Objections of officlals to discussion of
military matters by officers is based on
Fresident Wilson's proclamation fore
bidding all unneutral public ytterances
by officers of - American military or
naval establishments,

PRESIDENT CONFERS
~ ONCITY CHARITIES

Commissioner Newman, John
Joy Edson. and George E.
Hamilton Submit Report.

President Wilason today discussed
with Commissioner Ollver P. Newman
and Chalrman John Joy Edson and
George E. Hamliton, members of the
District Board of Charities, the work
of that body In administering the va-
rlous charitable and penal Institutions
of the city.

Members of the board submitted a
general resume of their work, The
President is understood to have ex-
prossed general satisfaction with the
manner In which the board ls carry-
ing out its dutles.
| "Altheugh appointed by the Presi-
dent, it is the first time that any
members of the board have been able
to meet him personally. -

Printing Office Employes
To Get Thirty Days’ Leave

Employes of the Government Printing
Ofrice will receive thirty days' annual
leave herealter instead of twenty-six
days, as the result of a decision today
by Comptroller of the Treasury Downey.
The case was Acclded on an ap) 1 made
by F. C. Roberts from a declsion rem-
dered by former Comptroller Tracewell.
Judge Downey's dec!a?on overrules that
of his predecessor.

Merchants to Protest
Automobile Regulation

Nelegataa from the Retail Merchunts’
Association will appear before the Com-
missioner« at the public hearing tomor-

row morning . protest against Lhe
regulation limiting the stop of nhtoms-
bileg on cortain of the atreets in ihe
busiiess sectlon of the elty to Lfteon
minttes

Claude B Miller, ogliman, =a's Lhat
the comamitlee hws reeoninendsd an ox-
tengiong of |l\1'|ar|\-i- oo 1o ope iy

President 14 0, Moran, of the Clhiame
ber of Comanepres . toddey gnnouneed that
him orgenization would aleo be repre-

.

Commissioners Rule That District

Captaln Mitchell was quoted today as

ing developed by the United BStates .
which fires a #0-pound projectile, missioners. Immediately after
Garrison Displeased. 1

[AXICAB RATES
WILL BE FIXED
ONFAIR PROFIT
[0 COMPANIES

Public Utilities Commission
Soon to File Report of Re-
sults of Physical Valuation:
of Companies Here.

Concerns Operating in Capital
Charge Higher Rates for
Two Persons Those in New
York or Boston.

Though the Terminal Taxicab
Company has served notice of its
intention to carry its fight that tax-
icabs be not classed as public util-
itics to the United States Supreme
Court, the Public Utilities Com-
mission will proceed with its work
of fxing rates of all taxicabs
operating in Washington on a basis
to be determined from a recent
physical valuation of the four taxi-
cab companies doing business in
Washington.

Within a week the commission
hopes to file for formal approval
the results of its work upon this
physical valuation with the Com-

that action it will proceed upon the
difficult task of fixing rates upon a
basis of what it considers a fair
profit to the companies.

These rates, it is stated, will not
be made upon a comparative basis
with rates charged in other cities.
But a fair margin of profit under
which taxicab companies operat-
ing elsewhere will be taken into!
consideration in allowing the|
margin of profit reasonably to be
expected by investors in the taxi-
cab companies operating in Wash-
ington.

Survey Is Required

Meanwhile the rates charged here at
the time the act creating the commis-
slon went into effect, on March 4, 1813,
will continue to prevall since that law
provides that no change in any public
utility charge can be muade until the
commisaion orders the change after a
thorough survey of the property and
equipment of the utllity in gquestion,

Though the commigsion officlals in-
elst that rates charged clsewhere have
no bearing upon the rates they will fix
for Washington, since operating condi-
tlons may vary in different citles, these
rates are on file at the commisslon's of-
ce for those who wish to inform them-
selves of the rates In other citles,

The variation of methods of charging
taxicab fares Is so different In other
cities, by reason of different units of
distance fixed, and different provisions
for the number of passengers, that a
comparieon beyond that charged for
one passenger for the Arst mile is ex-
tremely difficult, It i{s pointed out,
however, that thia basic charge s the
most nearly universal basls of com-
parison.

On this basis Washington companies
charge a higher rate than those fixed

(Continued on Secand Page.)

Defends Federal
Trade Commission

NEW YORK, Feb, 17.——A strong de-
fense of the Presldent's Federal Trade
Commission was made by Joseph E,
Davies, Cominissioner of Corporations,
before the Merchants' Association today,
Mr. Davies declared the trade commis-
slon would gather a comprehensive body
of Information concerning the Industries
of the country which was much needed
In the drafting of laws affecting bhusi-
ness,

“This information,” he said, “will be
available to the solutlon of prablems,
and consistent with whut constitutea
|rl|rm-n as between competitors, and
]w'lll be available for the guidance of
great and small businesa as well.”

“Hy direct authorization of the law,
the (rade commission may be culled In
by the Department of Justice to make
recommendations as to the munner in
which corporations may adjust their
busireas so as Lo comply with the law."

Commuters Saved From

NEW YORK, Feb 17.-8teel
inlury today whepn a broken fournal
throw seyveral Delaware, lachuwanng
wrd Western cars off the track near the
Hergin Hill tunnel

The train was bound

Qiangs for Jersey Ciw.

from Soulh

Injury by Steel Cars|i

CATE, Mot at
saved reveral hundred commuters l’l--m|

Sixty-Day Fast
Fatal to Tailor

——— e

California Talks Orange Juice At
Finish and Then Dies of

Starvation.

PALO ALTO, Cal., Feb. 17.—Louls C.
Roth, the fasling tallor of Palo Alto, Ia
dead of starvation.

Though he brbke his sixty-day fast
Monday by taking orange juice, his de-
vitalized organa falled to respond.

It Is bellevad that Rotli established a
new record for fasting. His abstenance
from food of mny description cxtendod
ove ra period of only a few hours short

of sixty days.

The lonkes: previous authenticatod
fast war that of Bignor Merlattl, who
went without food for fifty days in 1886
in Parias, Roth weight 146 pounds
when he stasted hia fast and but sev-
enty-five whon he died.

PPOSES INCREASE
IN ARMORY  RENTAL

Commissioner Newman Argues
Against Request of Center
Market Company.

Or the ground that the Washington
Market Company 18 receiving for a
Uridicuonsly low reninl” the upe of a
valuable plecs of public property, Com-
migstonar Newman, at a publie hear-
Ing today, expressed himeelf as opposed
to the proposed increase of $4,000 in the
rental of the Distriet militia's armory
which occupies a portion of the Cenicr
Market building.

The hearing wae called to consider
the request of the market company
that the Commisslonera Include in
their next estimntes to Congress pro-
vislon for the incresase in the armory
rental which now amounta to $8,000
® year., Nolice has been given the
militin that the increase will go Into
effect July 1, the beginning of the
next nu:-nf vear.

*The “Vashington Market Company
puys ton the District 37,600 a year for
the use of the ground, together with
the taxesx on the property, Congress
In 1871 having granted the company

W ninety-nine yeur leane

Commissloner Newman sald that in
view of the fact that the District now
pays §00 a yeur more for the use of
the armory than ls received for the en-
tire gpuce ovccuplad by the market ~ome-
pany. he did not why It should be
called upon for a 34,000 g year
In vent.

A. A. Birney, attorney for the
ket company, sald thut the . xee for
1915 have been intreased from $16,011.33
o #0,014.53, and that the company has
apent a large amount of money In im-
provements.

A rtatement of the revenues and ex-
penses of the market company during
tecent years was submitted by E. O.
Whitford, president.

JITNEY MAY BECOME
COMMON CARRIER

Public Utilities Commission May
Assume Jurisdiction If Serv-
ice Grows.

mMar-

Whether the jitney bus will be placed
under the supervision of the Publie
"thities Comminsion as urged by George
E. Hamilton, president of the CapHal
Traction Company, will depend upon
their growih and development as com-
mon carriers.

If & number of buses are places in
operation and there in avidence that the
Jitney Buas Assoclation is to meet with
success, and become a permanent in-
stitution, the commisaion. It Is stated,
will assume jurisdiction. TUnder the
present ruling of the commisslon, jitney
buses are classed as public hackas.

Ardrew 1. Hickey, chairmen of the
Jitney Bus Amwmsoclation, said today
that he was preparing an answer to
the objections raised by the Capital
Traction Company.

A new ldea In connection with the
rroposed jitney eervice was an-
nounced today by Miller Bros., auto-
mobile and supply housze, 81 Plerce
street northeast, which seeks proas-
pective patrons for & jitney bus sar-
vice, The firm will send an automo-
bile for those whn desire it each

morninz and bLrina them back each
eveninz at o ecenta a trip.
Stepa alieadv have heen taken 10 es-

tablish & fitney bus llne along Colum-
bla pike fro mthe highway bridge as
far a8 Barcroft, Va.. and posibly to
Fallea Church, by commuters llving in
the Vireinla towns which the proposed
line would tap.

The Arlington (ltisens’ Association is
urging bettey transportation [facilities.
W. C. Wikert, if the board of super-

vislon, and E. B. Fox. of the county
utilities commission, favor improved
service

The plan =zuggested is to raise 340,000
to buy ten-passenger automoblles and
put them in Immediate service over
scheduled routes. The weople of Bar-
croft are said to be particularly anx-
fous for the jitney service Lo better con-
nect that town with Washington., and
commuters on the Clarendon line of the
rallrond arve urging a Jitney service from
Razslyi to Balleton vip Clarendon.

IN CONGRESS TODAY.

SENATE

Met ®! noon.
Foreign Relutions Committes discugsed
international situation
Ship purchuse inquiry begun
Ehip purchase hill sent from
to Senate and Ihrl'ig renew o
Ho '

noon,

Consldered hills on reguleg
culondar,

Judiclars Committee reported hill (o res-
Heve superannuated iudges of & por
tion of thelr work whep they degline
Lo 1etire at age of seventy.

Wednesday

COIN SHOWER
SIARTS WEEK
OF DONATIONS
FOR CHARITIES

Over 100 Collection Stations
Report Auspicious Opening
of Saorifice Period—Early
Shoppers Aid Cause.

Charitable Organizations of
District Benefiting by City-
Wide Campaign to Assist
the Unfortunate.

A shower of coins!

That is the most apt description of
this morning’s start of District Do-
nation Week.

Before most of Washington's de-
partment workers started down
town this morning, scores of Wash-
ington women had set up collection
stations for this week's effort to aid
Washington charities, at more than
100 of the busiest spots in Wash-
ington.

At department stores. women
presiding over the brown contribu-
tion boxes greeted the earliest
shoppers. At offices, stores, pub-
lic buildings and street car wait-
ing stations, women greeted work-
ers on their way to the'r offices and
shops, and women on their way to
markets and stores. A

“Democratic Campaign’’

At 8, Kann, Bons & Co.,, Mrs. W. A,
Kelsey and Mrs. Anna R. 8tillings, in
charge of the Sunshine and Community
Society's station, were among the frst
“on the job." A member of the firm
of that atore was the first contributor
to the box and shortly after # o'clock
the shoppers began to drop coins and
bills into the box.

“This is the most democratic camn-
prlgn | ever met.'” sald one of the work-
era At another store, as one well dressgd
shopper dropped a blll in the box, and

(Contnued on Tenth Page.)

MEXICAN CAPITAL
REEKS WITH FILTH

Consul Silliman, in Latest Re-
port, Says Sanitary Condi-
tions Are Indescribable.

Inaescribable sanilary conditions,
threatening to add pestilence to the
horrors of famine In Mexico City, were
reported to the State Department today
bv American Consul Billiman,

Tho cutting of the water supply mains
by Zapatistas, paralyzing tha sewage
system, |s responsible for this condi-
tion,

Sections of the Mexican capital "reek
with flth and disease,” Bllllman re-
ported. And medical forces are operating
to check an epldemic. Thousands stood
in line yesterday to receive the small
portion of corn alloited by the Carransa
forces, Silliman sald.

Pursuant to telegraphic instruction
from General Villa, Enrique C. Llorento,
his confidential agent here, today ad-
dressed & not to ambassadors and min-
isters of forelgn nations In Washington
having diplomatic representative in
Mexlico City inviting their government
repreaentatives to joln Villa In the north.

Senor Arredondu, head of the Car-
ransista agency In  Washington, and
Attorney Charles A. Douglas, Carran-
zlsta general counsel '‘m  the U'nited
| States, were leaving for Vera Crusz to-
| day for a series of conferences with
Carranza.

'France Lifts Embargo on
. Exports to United States

PFARIZ®, Feb. 17.—Following the deci-
ston of the English, French, and Rua-
glan ministers of finance that the allies
shall pool the!r resources for the cun-
duet of the war, the French min'ster of
finance today reinoved the embargo
from all French exportations so far sa
the allled nations and the United States
are concerned.

The latter nation is the only neutral
nation thus favored, and this action 18
declured to he In recognition of the ex-
treme friendliness beitween France rnd
the United States.

Frances Willard Honored.

TThe W, . T. U'. held servicea in rthe
Capital | retunda  thie afternoom n
memnory of the organigat'on's late nresl-
dant, Frances 15, Willard, Congressman

tss was principal orater.

FACTS ABOUT DONA-
TION WEEK WHICH
STARTED TODAY

Contributions from a penny up
are solicited from every man,
woman, and child in Wash-
ington.

These contributions may be
made at any of the 150 sta-
tions located at department
stores, drug stores, depart-
ment buildings, and other
public places.

All contributors have the priv-
ilege of designating to what
charity their money shall go.

Provisions and clothes also may
be deposited at the Center
Market “Community Barrel,”
or at other designated points,

All money not designated will
be divided among accredited
Washington charity organizs-
tions by the men's committee.

Those desiring to send money
directly to the committec
should address checks to H.
B. F. Macfarland at the Evans
Building.

GANADA ASKS U. 3.
10 GUARD BOUNDARY

Wants Rail and Highway Ap-
proaches to Dominion Pro-
tected.

The Canadian government. thioagh
the British ambassador, today renuest-
ed ths United Statea to place guvards
on the American side of the interna-
tional boundary at highway and rail
approaches to Canada.

This action was taken ar a resull of
the attempt to dynamite tl ¢ Causdian
Pacific tridge at Vancebora by Wer-
ner Horn, and reporte of the anti-
Britlsh f2eling of certain German and
Austrian subjectas In the United Flates,

Becretary of Biate Brvan is not pre-
pared to promise that the request will
be granted, Officials of the British
emhbassy are Inclined to b=lleve the
request will be granted us a precau-
tionary move to prevent the repetition
of such an occurrence ns the Hom
dynamiting atempt, which  might
bring about international complications.

The Canadlan government has had
guards on duty at the Dominion boun-
dary for several days.

The SBtate Department has taken no
action on the request for Horn's ex-
tradition. The prisoner, who clalme to
be a Cerman army officer, is now in
ail at Machias, Me.. on a charge of
njurying publle property, brought by
the Maine State autlhorities. No action
will be taken by the Federal Govern-
ment, according to present plans, until
the expiration of hils sentence.

HUTCHIN PLANNED
FOR NEW NANAGER

Letter, Offered to Show Intent,
Placed in Evidence in Will
Contest Suit.

L]

To show that Stilson Huichins planned
in 10 to place all his affairs in the
hands of Atlorney A. 8. Worthington.
Attorney Frank J. Hogan offered the
following letter in evidence at the trial
of the will contest suit:

“1 huve suthorized A, 8. Worthington
ga my Aattorney-at-law and, In faect, to
take charge for ine, after the 3lat day
of December, 1810, of all matters per-
taining to my pronerty and business
aftalrs  generally Please. therefore,
after that date, as tn all such mutters
report and account to him. and follow

hig instructions ne though they were
my own."
The letter wasg addressed to Willlam
J. Dante.

When the court convened for the
morning session, ile atiention was call-
ed by John C. Gittings, attorney for
Mrs. liutchins, to cerlain references to
his cllent in the testimony of yester-
day which he thought should be ex-
punged from the record.

Jndge Anderson sald the matter would
be taken under advisement.

Safe Unlocked, But
Cracksmen Lock I

PASSAIC, X J, Feb, 1IT.-—When John
Wiilllamson, superintendent ol ithe
David and catierlal Handkerchief 'om-
pany heve, reuched hia office he found
that crackemen had motilated  the
company’'s safe in an attempl 1o open
the door, whilen vas unloeked, After
tampering with the cembination until
they had done about 5160 daniage, they
gave up the job and depurted.

Onfy books are Kept In the safe, which
is never locked, the supsrintendent sald
So today he ardered the followlng no-
tice posted over the door.

“There In nothing of value n this
safe 'The door Is not locked, eo don't
mtilute "

Iy thelr attemipt to force the un-
loch*d dooar, the cracksmen loacked it

"so succesufully that an expert had Lo e

cailled In Lo open L

U. S. HAS

PLAN TO

Gravity of Situation

Overseas Is Felt by

the President and Other Officials on
Eve of Enforcement of German
Decree For Blockade.

KAISER AND WILSON STAND FIRM

England Also Refuses to Consider Any
Modification of Her Policy of Suf-
focation—Situation Before
Senate Committee.

the danger area.

tomorrow or Friday.

‘I'ne gravity of the situation Iz not
minimized by officials of the American
Government, for there haa been no in-
timation that Germany will modify the
measures she announced she would en-
force against British commerce, even
though neutral trade should suffer.
Forecasts of the reply the German gov-
ernment will make to the solemn pro-
test lodged by the United States
agalnst the enforcement of the decree
in such a manner as would jeopardize
ithe safety of American ships indicate
that the imperial admiralty will carry
out its program to the letter, and that
the reply, while being courteous, will
maintain that the war zone I8 a neces-
sary act of retaliation against Great
Britaln, which is accused of attempt-
ing to suffocate the German popula-
tion, as well as the German armnles.

It is understood that as an act of
reprisal, England will announce di-
rectly a counter-move againast Ger-
many, and that she will try to prevent
trade of any character between Ger-
many and neutral nations. Whether
this will take the form of a conven-
tional blockade ls not known here.

Both officials and diplomats here
view the situation with the greatest
concern, if not with alarm.

America “Standing Pat."”

The Unlited States s “standing pat”
on its protests to Germany, as regarde
the war zone, and to England, with
respect to the use by British vessels of
the American flag.

No modification has been made in the
Administration’s demands on Berlin,
and the'poasibllity of an American ship
belng sunk and American lives being
lost make the situation extremely
critieal,

The Benate Foreign KHelations Commit-
tee, behind closed doors, today inform-
ally discussed the gencral situation te-
tween this country and the foreign
powers, ecspeclally Great Britain and
Germany. It s well known that this
situation 18 viewed by Senators with
apprehension, though they are hopeful
no act will be committerd which will
incite American feeling unduly., oN ac.

15.—German
that Great

BERLIN. Feb.
lreles are aware

shipping | sinks a
Bl'“ullll “Germany will pursue thu
m

With but a few hours remaining before the German
war zone decree goes into effect, Administration officials
are believed to have under consideration a plan to safe-
guard the lives and property of Americans passing through

With little time in which to act, the plans under con-
sideration are being carefully guarded.
however, that the subject was the basis of a number of
dispatches which passed today between Washington and
London and Washington and Berlin.

The Government is understood to have been informed
that fourteen steamships carrying American passengers and
cargoes will be in the war zone area at the time the decree
goes itito effect tomortow. Of this numbcey, only four are
British, but among the four is the big passenger liner Adri-
abic, of the White Star line, due to arrive at Liverpool late

It is understood,

GRAVITY OF SITUATION NOT MINIMIZED.

tion was taken by the committee today,
the discvssion amounting to an exprea-
asion o fvarious Individual views,

The Adriatic carriea 40 passengera
from New York, many of whom are
Americans,

As the Germans are expected to aig-
nalize their decree with & =ubmarin~
raid to rid the Britsh waters of nll
merchant  vessels, ofticials  here are
anxtougly walting for Thursday to pass
Presiden! Wilson, in the midst of his
anxiety growing out of t(he dangers
threatening the United States by reasny
of the action of Germany and England.
was earnestly urged this afternoon nat
to permit the action of any of the helli-
gcrent nations to force this country into
the Kuropean war, i
This request was made of him in A
memorial presented by represcntatives
of the Boclety of Friends of Hwarth-
more, Pa. T'The memorial read as fnl-
lows:

“"We earnestly desire that you exert
all your Influence against the movement
lo extend military instruciion through
out educational institutions, from the
universities to the recreation camp, Wao
urge a natlon-wide movement for pesces
education,

“We are couscientiousiv opposed in
any increase of armaments on the seas,
on the land or In the air. We irsist
on the exclusive use of the peace moas-
ure of settling international digputea;
(1} Good officers aof mediation, 3 in-

ternational commission of inguiry;
internntional arbitration
Fear For Nation's Peace.
“We would lmnress upon oupr (‘ans-
gresemen the danger of thoughtleszs ut-
terances: concerning the present Furo-

pean conflict and would urge them nm
to allow any consideration of business
or political Intereste o interfere with
our vountry's position of peace and -
trality. No sction of any nition. oaver-
strained by the great war, should he a'
lowed to deaw ovur country inte the con-

Mot This messsge i sent with the
hope of steengthening  the hands af
thase whom we Know have the poined

pies of peace in thelr hearts and =ha
have fn thelr hands the gulding
nution's policies. We call 1o 1he
ol this movemeat al, followers
Prinee of Peace.”

Berlin Expects Mines to Sink

Germnd i subinarine

war in the
Rritain

anner announced oantil Great

has laid a large number of mines| o ooaiadges the rules of navil wal -
| against Germayn submarines, The Ber-! fare as fixed by the Pairls and London
lin press considers it “fairly cortuln’ | declarationa, or until the neuatral pow -
. APy ,oore fovee this woknowledegment  from
{hat neutral ships will be deatroyed, bui England.'
asserts they have had a proper warn- Admira)l  Hehincke, It wan inlerview
ing. with  Communder Gherardl, American
. . F . . 2t 1 ‘al attache In Berlin, declaved .
The imperial chancellor, von Beth- nsva e I8 ot okt )
| mann-Hollweg. has lssusd & communi- Up to Lthe preeeni Uae Germany. i

ention relterating the warning to nou-

tral merchant vessels, declaring that b |
the |

| entering the war zone they *run
" risk of destruction,” and that “in ot-
''der to avo'd losses it is urgently neces-
sary for neutral shipe to kesp awad
from the war sone.’

British Merchant Fleet Armed.

The chancellor's communication con-
tinues:

“termany can oo longer regard the
pritish merchant fleet as unarmed o
entitled to warning before attack ho.

cause merchantmen are l‘rnlippm‘l with
guns and a large reward has been of-
fered to the first merchant vesse! which

her operations at ses, lins followed the
lines laid down in the London declara-
thon, or, where this decluration did not
cover the cuse, she has observed the
stipulations of the Puris Treaty, on
which the conduct of war had bean
bised before the London declaration
Says Germany Must Do It.
“Germany knows that by the use of
stbmarines England can he placed in a
position where she will find that feod
will he lacking there. Germany has the
submutine foarces to accomplish  this
ani. Giermany's life as a nation, and
the liver of her peaple, depond upon
putting this campaizn into  opesration
gnd must do |
By arming

1,
her merchant ships wnith
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